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Code Corner
by Robert Privott, NCHBA Director of Codes and Construction

Building Code Council update
Privott

2009 North Carolina Codes

The 2008 NC/NEC and the 2009 NC/ICC 
was adopted by the N.C. Building Code Council 
on March 11, 2008.  The Base document for the 
2008 N.C. Electrical Code is the 2008 NEC.  
The Base documents for the 2009 N.C. State 
Building Codes are the 2006 I-Codes.
•	 The effective date for the 2008 N.C.

Electrical Code was June 1, 2008.
•	 The effective date for the 2009 N.C. State

Building Codes is Jan. 1, 2009. 

2006 and 2009 N.C. Building Codes  
OAH Modifications:
North Carolina residential and  
building codes:

July 3, 2008, was the 31st legislative day for 
the state legislature. Council items that where 
held over for legislative review, but were not 
filed as a bill, go into effect: 
•	 R202 NC Residential Code -Wind-Borne

debris Region -  Jan. 1, 2009 
•	 R324 NC Residential Code - Elevators

and Platform lifts – Jan. 1, 2009
•	 A-2 sprinkler threshold modification from

100 persons to 300 persons, except for 
nightclubs, in the 2006 N.C. Codes 

N.C. Electrical Code:
The 2008 NC/NEC became effective June 1, 

2008. The N.C. amendments are available online 
at: http://www.ncdoi.com/OSFM/Engineering/
BCC/engineering_bcc_electrical_codes.asp 

July 3, 2008 was the 31st legislative day 
for the state legislature. No legislation was 
introduced on the following and will go into 
effect on the date listed:
•	 NEC 210.12 Arc-Fault Circuit-Interrupter

Protection -  Jan. 1, 2009 
•	 NEC 338.10 (B)4(a) SE cable - July 3,

2008 
•	 NEC 406.11Tamper proof receptacles -

July 3, 2008 
The Building Codes Council will re-

examine these portions of the N.C. Electrical 
Code as directed by H-2431- Studies Act of 
2008 and report its findings to the General 
Assembly on or before Jan. 1, 2009.

Code changes to the 2009 N.C. Residential 
Code will be the focus for the next several issues 
of Code Corner.

the North Carolina Building Code Council will 
meet Dec. 8-9 at Wake County Commons 

Building, 4011 Carya Drive, Raleigh, N.C. 27610.   
The council will hold a work session at 9 a.m., 
Monday, Dec. 8, followed by a public hearing at 
1 p.m. The council meeting will be held at 9 a.m., 
Tuesday, Sept. 9.  The agenda for the council 
meeting can be found at http://www.ncdoi.com/
OSFM/Engineering/BCC/engineering_bcc_
agenda.asp. 

North Carolina 2009 
Residential Code changes
(Highlights on changes between the 2006 and 2009 
N.C. Residential Code)

Chapter 1: Administration 
101.2 Scope

The provisions of the North Carolina 
Residential Code for One- and Two-Family 
Dwellings shall apply to the construction, Dwellings shall apply to the construction, Dwellings
alteration, movement, enlargement, replacement, 
repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, 
removal and demolition of detached one- and 
two-family dwellings and multiple single-family 
dwellings (townhouses) not more than three 
stories above grade in height with a separate 
means of egress and their accessory buildings and buildings and buildings
structures.

IRC Change – added the “above grade” 
language.

Chapter 2: Definitions
APPROVED. Acceptable to the building 
Official.

New definition from IRC
Emergency escape and rescue opening. 

An operable exterior window, door or similar 
device that provides for a means of escape and 
access for rescue in the event of an emergency.

Change in definition from IRC – added 
“exterior”

Exterior wall. An above-grade wall that 
defines the exterior boundaries of a building. Includes 
between-floor spandrels, peripheral edges of 
floors, roof and basement knee walls, dormer 
walls, gable end walls, walls enclosing a mansard 
roof and basement walls with an average below-
grade wall area that is less than 50 percent of 
the total opaque and no-opaque area of that 
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Composters

Wallace Farm, Inc. 
14410 Eastfield Road
Huntersville, NC 28078
704-875-2975
wallfarm@bellsouth.net
Large, Type 3 Solid Waste 
Compost Facility. 
Serving  North and 
South Carolina

Innovative Recycling 
Services, Inc. 
Organics Recycling/ 
Composting Facility
2394 W. Clemmonsville Rd.
Winston-Salem, NC 27127
336-946-0356 - Office
336-399-2327 - Sales 

and Marketing
IRS - Making your  
Waste Less Taxing on  
the Environment

If you are interested in listing 
your composing or recycling 
operation in the next inser-
tion of this ad, please email 
Sharon Freeman at freeman-
four4@cox.net or call her at 
1-888-364-5271. Each listing 
costs $108.33.

Upcoming ads will run  
in the December green issue 
of North Carolina Builder  North Carolina Builder  North Carolina Builder
magazine.

FoR moRe InFoRmatIon  
about C&D composting  

and recycling, visit  
www.carolinacompost.com

*Materials Recycling Codes
C=concrete D=drywall F=food  

M=metal O=other P=plastic S=stumps 
T=topsoil, brush, leaves, limbs 

W=wood, paper, cardboard
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enclosing side.
IRC Change – used to read…”enclosing 

conditioned space”…
Fire separation distance. The distance 

measured from the building face to one of the 
following:
1.	 To the closest interior lot line; or
2.	 To the centerline of a street, an alley or 

public way; or
3.	 To an imaginary line between two 

buildings on the lot.
4.	 The distance shall be measured at a right 

angle from the face of the wall.
New definition format from IRC – same 

language with exception of #4 – used to read “from 
the lot line”

Foam backer board. Foam plastic used in 
siding applications where the foam plastic is a 
component of the siding.

New definition from IRC
Foam plastic insulation. A plastic that is 

intentionally expanded by the use of a foaming 
agent to produce a reduced-density plastic 
containing voids consisting of open or closed 
cells distributed throughout the plastic for 
thermal insulating or acoustic purposes and that 
has a density less than 20 pounds per cubic foot 
(320 kg/m3) unless it is used as interior trim.

New definition from IRC
Foam plastic interior trim. Exposed 

foam plastic used as picture molds, chair rails, 
crown moldings, baseboards, handrails, ceiling 
beams, door trim and window trim and similar 
decorative or protective materials used in fixed 
applications.

New definition from IRC
Hurricane-prone regions. Areas vulner-

able to hurricanes, defined as the U.S. Atlantic 
Ocean and Gulf of Mexico coasts where the 
basic wind speed is greater than 90 or equal to 
110 miles per hour (145 km/h), and Hawaii, 
Puerto Rico, Guam, Virgin Islands, and America 
Samoa.

NC change
Naturally durable wood. The heartwood 

of the following species: Decay-resistant 
redwood, cedars, black locust and black walnut.

Note: Corner sapwood is permitted if 90 
percent or more of the width of each side on 
which it occurs is heartwood.

New definition from IRC
Precast concrete. A structural concrete 

element cast elsewhere than its final position in 
the structure.

New definition from IRC
Sunroom. A one-story structure attached 

to a dwelling with a glazing area in excess of 
40 percent of the gross area of the structure’s 
exterior walls and roof.

Definition change from IRC. Deleted reference 

to “addition”. Changed the dynamics of sunrooms 
in terms of Energy requirements (zoning HVAC). 
thermal isolation. Physical and space conditioning 
separation from conditioned space(s). The conditioned 
space(s) shall be controlled as separate zones for heating 
and cooling or conditioned by separate equipment.

Definition change from IRC. Now references 
“physical” and “space” separation. Used to reference 
“a separation of conditioned spaces between Sunroom 
addition and dwelling.  Added HVAC zoning.

Unusually tight construction. Construc-
tion in which:
1. 	Walls and ceilings comprising the building 

thermal envelope have a continuous water 

vapor retarder with a rating of 1 perm (5.7, 
10-11 kg/Pa,  s,  m2) or less with openings 
therein gasketed or sealed.

2.	D oors and openable windows meet the 
air leakage requirements of IECC Section 
502.1.4.1; and

3.	 Caulking or sealants are applied to areas 
such as joints around window and door 
frames between sole plates and floors, 
between wall-ceiling joints, between 
wall panels, at penetrations for plumbing, 
electrical and gas lines, and at other 
openings.

(See CODE CORNER on page 20)

At Norandex Building Materials Distribution,  
we take pride in getting our customers the products  
they want, when and where they need them.

Each branch in our nationwide distribution 
system has a fully stocked warehouse of top brand 
exterior building products, and they’re staffed with 
knowledgeable professionals that are dedicated to  
total customer order satisfaction.

So stop by, or call us for:

Siding / Soffit / Manufactured Stone / Windows 
Doors / Gutters & Downspouts / Storm Products 
Vinyl Fence / Shutters / Deck & Rail / Skylights 
Accent Products, and more.

    

PUT US TO WORK 
 FOR YOU. 

VISIT ONE OF 
THESE LOCATIONS:

WHEN IT COMES TO ON-TIME
DELIVERY WE'RE DRIVEN!

CHARLOTTE, NC 28206
(704)377-5443  (800)438-5908  

FAX(704)376-3559

ELIZABETH CITY, NC 27909
(252)338-2737  (800)841-0408

FAX(252)338-3123

FAYETTEVILLE, NC 28306
(910)483-3360  (800)542-7448  

FAX(910)483-3499

FLETCHER, NC 28732
(828)654-8953  (888)809-8181  

FAX(828)654-8957

GREENSBORO, NC 27406
(336)273-8681  (800)722-2200  

FAX(336)273-0521

HICKORY, NC 28601
(828)322-7080  (800)236-5607

FAX(828)322-7274

KINSTON, NC 28501
(252)527-5199  (800)548-1610  

FAX(252)527-5401

RALEIGH, NC 27603
(919)772-6220  (800)262-1394

FAX(919)772-8782

RURAL HALL, NC 27045
(336)969-2201  (800)633-0842

FAX(336)969-2301

WILMINGTON, NC 28405
(910)815-0501  (888)868-4695

FAX(910)815-0105

WINTERVILLE, NC 28590
(252)321-5632  (888)643-0120

FAX(252)321-5682
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build-pac Contributors
N.C. change – In #2 – removed reference to 

“storm windows or weatherstripping” for opaque 
doors and openable windows.  Added IECC 
reference.

Vehicular access door. A door that is 
used primarily for vehicular traffic at entrances 
of buildings such as garages and parking lots, 
and that is not generally used for pedestrian 
traffic.

New definition from IRC
Vinyl siding. A shaped material, made 

principally from rigid polyvinyl chloride 
(PVC), that is used to cover exterior walls of 
buildings.

New definition from IRC
Wall, retaining. A wall not laterally 

supported at the top, that resists lateral soil 
load and other imposed loads.

New definition from IRC
Water-resistive barrier. A material behind 

an exterior wall covering that is intended to 
resist liquid water that has penetrated behind 
the exterior covering from further intruding 
into the exterior wall assembly.

New definition from IRC  

Code Corner
(continued from page 19)

8 Capitol Club Members ($2,500 a year)

Andy Ammons 
Raleigh-Wake HBA

Lyle Gardner 
Raleigh-Wake HBA

Daniel Adams
	 Moore County HBA
Linda Lee Allan
	 Fayetteville HBA
Dent Allison
	 Hickory-Catawba 

Valley HBA
Douglas Ball
	 Raleigh-Wake HBA
Eddie Boswell
	 Burlington-Alamance 

HBA
Bunny Boyd
	 Iredell County HBA
Harold Brewington
	 Fayetteville HBA
Wister Brown
	 Lake Norman HBA
Marilyn Bunce
	 Onslow County HBA
Kurt Burger
	 Raleigh-Wake HBA
Jay Burke
	 Burlington-Alamance 

HBA
Mike Carpenter
	 North Carolina HBA
Chad Collins
	 Durham-Orange- 

Chatham HBA
Elizabeth Cubler
	 Outer Banks HBA
Jim Derrickson
	 Raleigh-Wake HBA

60 President’s Circle Members ($1,000 a year)

2008 NCHBA BUILD-PAC Major Contributors (as of Sept. 6, 2008)

Nadine Dilorio
	 Charlotte HBA
Ralph Doggett 
	 Burlington-Alamance 

HBA
Duke Geraghty
	 Outer Banks HBA
Jim Geraghty
	 Outer Banks HBA
Nicole Goolsby
	 Lake Norman HBA
Chuck Gore
	 Fayetteville HBA
Darrel Hamilton
	 Ashe County HBA
Karl Haslinger
	 Charlotte HBA
Dave Hausfeld
	 Raleigh-Wake/Durham-

Orange-Chatham HBAs
Bruce Herbert
	 Raleigh-Wake HBA
Gary Hill
	 Greater Greensboro 

HBA
Mike Houseman
	 Raleigh-Wake HBA
Ralph Huff
	 Fayetteville HBA
Buddy Hughes
	 Davidson County HBA
Van Isley
	 Raleigh-Wake HBA

Zac Koenig 
Jackson County HBA 

Dave Servoss 
Raleigh-Wake/ 
Durham-Orange-
Chatham HBAs

Rick Judson
	 Charlotte HBA
Lisa Martin
	 North Carolina HBA
Blake Massengill
	 Raleigh-Wake HBA
Mark Massengill
	 Raleigh-Wake HBA
Frank McLawhorn
	 Greenville-Pitt HBA
Tripp McLean
	 Gaston County HBA
Rick Miller
	 Wilmington-Cape Fear 

HBA
Tony Morin
	 Raleigh-Wake HBA
Glenn Morrison
	 Greenville-Pitt HBA
Charles Mullen
	 Rocky Mount HBA
Paul Mullican
	 Winston-Salem HBA
Gaye Orr
	 Raleigh-Wake HBA
Patrick Parrish
	 Greater Greensboro 

HBA
David Pressly
	 Iredell County HBA
Jim Prewitt
	 Raleigh-Wake HBA
Robert Rhein
	 Charlotte HBA

Marvin Allan 
Fayetteville HBA

Bill Clark 
Greenville-Pitt HBA

Sherrill Faw 
Wilkes County HBA

11 Knights of the Round Table Members ($4,000 a year)

Richard Gaylord 
Raleigh-Wake HBA

Tom Gipson 
Raleigh-Wake HBA

Pauline McLean 
Wilkes County HBA

Tim Minton 
Raleigh-Wake HBA

David Mitchell 
Wilkes County HBA

Buddy Smith 
Jackson County HBA

Craig Stevens
	 Wilmington-Cape Fear 

HBA
Rich Van Tassel 

Raleigh-Wake HBA

Debby Van Tassel 
Raleigh-Wake HBA

Mason Williams 
Raleigh-Wake HBA

Warren Smith 
Raleigh-Wake HBA

Frank Wiesner 
Raleigh-Wake/ 
Durham-Orange-
Chatham HBAs

Ray Rhodes
	 Sanford HBA
Steve Royster
	 Asheville HBA
Rick Shields
	 Lake Norman HBA
Grover Shugart
	 Winston-Salem HBA
Greg Spicer
	 Asheville HBA
Dave Stormont
	 Outer Banks HBA
Jim Stuart
	 Raleigh-Wake HBA
Sean Sullivan
	 Asheville HBA
Joe Tarascio
	 Carteret County HBA
Nick Tennyson
	 Durham-Orange- 

Chatham HBA
Dan Tingen
	 Raleigh-Wake HBA
Hiram Williams
	 Wilmington-Cape Fear 

HBA
Peyton Williams
	 Wilmington-Cape Fear 

HBA
Paul Wilms
	 North Carolina HBA
Pogie Worsley
	 Outer Banks HBA

What is BUILD-PAC?
BUILD-PAC is the political fund-raising arm of the North Carolina Home Builders Association. It is a political action 

committee with the purpose of financially supporting political candidates at the state and local levels who support the 
home building industry.

BUILD-PAC is completely independent and nonpartisan. Candidates are judged strictly on their merits.
BUILD-PAC’s mission is to elect pro-housing, free enterprise candidates who will work to protect the business of 

those in the home building industry. 
When an individual makes a personal contribution to BUILD-PAC, 30 percent of the contribution is set aside for the 

local association to use for local campaigns.
NCHBA and BUILD-PAC are constantly fighting for members and their businesses to:

•	 Prevent burdensome and unnecessary regulations. 
•	 Defeat impact fees and transfer taxes that would increase the cost of homes. 
•	 Allow communities to grow vibrant and strong. 
•	 Keep members in business.

Make your personal contribution today. 

For more information, visit www.nchba.com or contact Erin Jones at (800) 662-7129 or ejones@nchba.org




